“We Are Sailing”
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TAO Group supplies Water Rescue Facility for BT Open

60 Launch in London.

®
TAO Group companies TAO Fire, TAO Misc and TAO Medical joined BT T m E”
forces to supply safety planning, services and personnel to the launch
of the BT Imoca 60 Yacht at HMS President on the River Thames on
Tuesday April 29™; 14 days prior to the yacht’s maiden race; a solo transatlantic crossing; The Artimis
Transat; which starts from Plymouth on the 11" May.

Figure 1: TAQO's Rescue Team: Ollie Smith, Chris Harvey, Dr
Leigh Davies, Steve Lodge & lan Williams

yacht following a competition and celebrities.

The event in London was a celebration of BT’s
sponsorship of music and sport; the music side
featured girl band The Sugababes who
performed on the bow of the yacht as it sailed
majestically under Tower Bridge signifying BT’s
sponsorship of the 2008 Isle of Wight Festival
with the sporting side represented by the naming
of the BT Open 60 yacht crewed by Dame Ellen
Macarthur, Globe Vendee participant Seb Josse
and BT Extreme 40 Skipper Nick Moloney.

TAQ’s personnel took up position for the event

on the Thames Pontoon at HMS President just
south of Tower Bridge to safeguard working
personnel, visitors, schoolchildren visiting the

As The Sugababes took to the yacht for their voyage up the Thames TAO Fire Water Rescue
personnel manned the safety ribs alongside the yacht, with TAO Medical’s BASIC Doctor Leigh Davies

in position on the docks to
triage and assist anyone
who may be injured,
thankfully on this occasion
he didn’t have to attend on
anyone.

TAO’s Chris Harvey said,
“this is an unusual job for us
but we were there to back
up the Offshore Challenge &
BT Team Ellen crew’s with
safety and recue if needed;
we are more often
contracted for Fire Safety
but obviously have the
necessary training,
equipment and boats for
this type of function.”

Figure 2: The Sugababes, Dame Ellen & TAO Water Rescue Officer Steve Lodge on

the Safety Rib



TAO Group were contracted through Wren Solares of
‘Style by Solares’ to the Worldspan Group for what

ended up being a glorious day following a very wet
start.

For further information contact

Figure 3: A very wet Andy Cotton and Sugababes
Keisha Buchanan
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